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WHY YOU MIGHT WANT A 
TRAVEL ROUTER 

 

I’ll start out by saying that travel 

routers are inexpensive.  The one I use 

sells for under $25 and is light as a 

feather.  But, why would you want 

one?  What can it do for you? 

 

Most travel routers are small.  Mine is 

2” x 2” x ½” and weighs less than an 

ounce. 

 

 A travel router provides an extra 

layer of security when you are 

using a public network, such as at 

a coffee house, hotel, etc.   

o You can set your own 

personal WiFi password.   

o You can even hide the 

router’s network (SSID) so 

that other’s won’t even know 

it is there to try to hack into – 

although you will have to 

enter the network name to 

find and log into your 

personal WiFi network. 

 If you are at a lodging where the 

internet connection is only by 

cable and there is no WiFi, a 

travel router can provide you with 

a WiFi network so you can 

connect multiple phones, tablets 

and/or computers to the single 

cable. 

 If the available WiFi signal is 

weak, a travel router can amplify 

the signal.  This probably won’t 

make the connection any faster, 

but your device is less likely to 

have the signal come and go. 

If you read online websites about 

travel routers, several mention that 

you can access the internet anywhere 

at any time.  This is because some 

travel routers can accept a SIM card to 

provide internet access through cell 

phone towers.  Many cell phones to 

act as a WiFi hotspot, doing 

essentially the same thing as a travel 

router with a SIM card.  I don’t 

recommend either method because 

you are likely to run up very large 

charges on your cell phone statements. 

All in all, though, if you travel or 

frequently use your notebook 

computer at a coffee house or 

restaurant, consider a travel router.  

There are several excellent travel 

routers available and I don’t want to 

mention or push any particular brand, 

although if you are interested, send me 

an email and I’ll let you know which 

travel router I use, any why I selected 

it. 

 

 

USE YOUR LIBRARY ONLINE 
 

Libraries nowadays are not your 

grandfather’s libraries.  The Orange 

County (CA) library system and 

libraries elsewhere have websites 

offering a wide variety of services. 

 

 Of course, there are hard and soft 

bound books 

 Music and videos on CDs and 

DVDs. 

 A large selection of magazines 

that can be downloaded to your 

tablet, phone or computer.  

Examples are PCMag, Cooks 

Illustrated, Car and Driver, Better 

Homes and Gardens, Mother 

Earth News, and far more. 

 eBooks for your tablet, phone or 

computer. 

 

Why pay for your favorite magazines 

when you can download them to your 

tablet or phone from the library. 

 

What if you are looking for a book, 

music, movie, etc and your library 

doesn’t have it available?  That may 

not be a problem because many 

libraries also are on sharing systems 

with other systems, such as LINK, 

where you can find and request books 

your library system doesn’t have.   

 

Of course, you will need a library 

card. 

 

I often take out audiobooks to listen to 

in my car.  This is especially nice on 

long trips, such as the 6½ hr. drives to 

Mammoth for skiing, camping and 

fishing. 

 

Planning helps a lot, as many media 

available from a library are currently 

on loan, so I plan ahead and place 

holds.  My library emails me when the 

book is available, and usually gives 

me 5 weekdays to pick up the item 

before the hold is released. 

 

 

WAVE GOODBYE TO iTUNES 
 

Apple pretty much started the legal 

downloading of music.  Until iTunes, 

you could copy (rip) CDs to MP3 files 

or get your music from others a 

generally illegal but common 

occurrence.  When Apple started 

selling music for 99 cents per song, it 

started the streaming business. 

 

Since then, Apple’s streaming has 

been passed up by Netflix, Pandora, 

Spotify, Amazon Prime, and other 

vendors.  Almost all media available 

from Apple seems to have a price tag, 

which is why the other streaming 

services are getting more business. 

 

In a move to become more 

competitive, Apple recently 

announced that it will replace iTunes 

with 3 different apps, with each app 

designed for music, TV, and podcasts.  

Because Apple focuses on keeping 

users happy, I think that these new 

apps, when released, will have a look 

and feel similar to the most recent 

release of iTunes. 
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If you really like using iTunes and 

don’t want to change to one or more 

of the new apps, you can certainly 

continue to use iTunes as your media 

player.  You just probably won’t be 

able to use iTunes to buy any music or 

video from Apple. 

 

BTW, iTunes is prevalent, but there 

are many alternatives to iTunes, some 

of which are much better.  I have used 

JRiver and the Windows Media Player 

(comes with Windows).  The others on 

my list are taken from reviews of 

iTunes alternatives, listed in 

alphabetical order, not by preference. 

 

 JRiver Media Center 

 MediaMonkey 

 MusicBee 

 VLC Media Player 

 Windows Media Player 

 

All of the above are free, except for 

JRiver Media Center. 

 

Usually iTunes downloads or rips CDs 

to Apple Lossless format which very 

few other media players can use.  

There are a number of free utilities 

that convert Apple Lossless files to 

other more widely used music file 

formats, such as MP3 (use only the 

highest bit-rate for best quality). 

 

 

SAVE ALL OF THOSE 
INSTALLATION DISCS & FILES 

 

I often am asked to transfer 

information from one computer to 

another, often new, computer.  I 

explain that I can easily copy data but 

that with very few exceptions (called 

portable or standalone programs) 

programs cannot be just copied to 

another computer – they must be 

installed on the new computer. 

 

Unfortunately, the client says that they 

have no idea where the installation 

files/discs are.  If the original 

installation was from CDs or DVDs, 

the box with the discs cannot be 

located.  If the original installation 

was from a downloaded file, that file 

is no longer on the computer and was 

probably deleted.  The result is that 

the client then has a few options. 

 

1. Purchase another copy of the 

software, or if it is free, download 

the installation file.  

 

2. If the program was purchased, 

contact the publisher, explain the 

situation, and ask if they can 

provide a replacement installation 

file or disc(s).  Sometimes this 

works, sometimes not. 

 

3. Sometimes the program is old and 

even a used installation disc 

cannot be located online.  This 

recently occurred to a client 

because a program was 

discontinued only about a year 

and a half ago and the publisher 

will not provide a replacement 

disc. 

 

Here is what you can do to prevent 

this from happening to you: 
 

1. Save all installation discs.  If you 

remove the discs from the box, be 

sure to copy the license key that 

will be needed to reinstall the 

program. 

 

2. For downloaded programs, 

include the installation files in 

your local backups.  Including 

them in online backups is short 

sighted, as if you change your 

online backup service and the file 

has been deleted from your 

computer, it is a lost file.  Also if 

you purchase programs online, be 

sure to save the emails with the 

purchase confirmation and with 

the license key. 

 

 

CONSIDER GETTING A  
HIGH-SPEED SCANNER  

  
 

If you have a lot of boxes of papers 

in the attic or garage, think about 

scanning the papers.  My wife and I 

had an accumulation of well over a 

dozen large boxes filled with old 

income tax papers, documentation, 

insurance policies, and other “stuff” 

that we thought we would be dragging 

around forever – all taking up storage 

space in our home.  

  

After consulting with our accountant 

about how long we need to retain 

documentation we decided to purchase 

a high-speed scanner and digitize 

everything.  After scanning, we 

dropped the boxes of original 

paperwork off at paper shredding 

events. What a relief to get rid of it all.  

By the way, we of course made sure 

that everything is backed up and the 

backup kept in our bank’s deposit box.  

  

If you have a lot of documents  a good 

lower-priced high-speed scanner can 

scan both sides of documents at about 

25 sheets per minute, automatically 

detect and remove blank pages, save 

the scanned documents in any of 

several formats, allow you to review  

the scanned pages  

 

Staples and paperclips must be 

removed before scanning.  

  

Small receipts such as parking lot 

stubs, narrow store receipts (Staples, 

Costco, and that type) require a bit of 

care to insert them into the feed tray 

and can require some stops to correct 

incorrect feeds, but with practice this 

becomes less of an issue.  

  

I see high-speed scanners most 

frequently in use at accounting offices 

(no surprise) and almost always 

Fujitsu brand.  There are other brands 

of high-speed scanners around, from 

Panasonic, Epson, and other name 

brands.  Each manufacturer has 

various models ranging up to 

supersonic speed scanners.  Most of 

my accountant clients tend to use the 

lower priced scanners, as do I, with 

price tags under $500 or so.  

 

 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 

Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  

If you are not currently a client but wish to 

receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 

distribution list.  Since the beginning of this 

newsletter, CCC has had absolutely no financial 

or investment interest in any recommend 

products or services. 

 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 

information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  

The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 

cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 

assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 

recommendations.  Always backup your 

computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 


